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Edinburgh, the Twenty ninth day of November, One thouſand fix hundred eighty and nine yeats. 
HE Lords of His Majeſties Privy Council Conſidering, That by a Tack of the Date the fourteenth day of Auguſt laſt by 
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They did Set to ohn Blair Poſt-maſter-general,- therein Defigned Apvthecaryin Zdinborgh, bis Heirs or Aſigneys, the! 
and Office of General Poſt-maſter, and Overſeer of all Poſts, Horſe, and Foot within the Kingdom of Scotland, for rhe ſpl 
. ſeven years, from and after the Term of Martinmſi One thouſand fix hundred eighty nine years, and have granted PG. * 
en Warrant to hini to appoint and ſettle Poſt · maſters, foreſtabliſhing Horſe and Foot Poſts, at the ſeveral Stages where the 
1 may be neceſſary, for carrying not only of His Majeſties Diſpatches, Letters and Expreſſes z But allo the Letters and Diſpg 
1 of all His Subjects, and others from place to place, for whom he ſhall be anſwerable : And that Power is alſo granted to hi 180 
1 toreſaids, to Settle and Appoint a General Letter · Office within the Town“ of Zdinburgh, from which all Letters, PA 
* and Diſpatches may bo ſent with all expedition, to any place or places within this Kingdom, according to their teſpect 
1] - | | retions: And at which Office, all Letters, and their Anſwers ſhall likewayes b@Received; As alſo, ſuch other particulf 
lie- Office at ſuch fit places as ſhall ſeem to him moſt convenient: And with Power alſo to him, and ſuch Deputs as ſhouſd be Nominat by him to pt 
Add furniſh Horſes for Pacquets, and Poſt, or Journey-Horſes, he and they always exacting ſuch prices ty, as is ſet down and contained in 
2 ticles of the Roup, for each Horſe that ſhall be furniſned by them, and for Tranſporting the Pacquers and Lefterg,, whereofthe Tenor follows; 
ers from Edinburgh to Drumfreis, Glaſgow, Air, Dundee, Kelſo, Fedbargh, Perth and Striviling,at two (hill War le Letter, andy 
e double, and ſo proportionally ; and the like Rates to Hamilton. 20. Betwixt Edinburgh and Carlyle, Port- patrict. Aberdeneand Dunkeld M 
na che fingle Letter, fix (ſhilling the double Letter, and ſo proportionally, 3?, Betwixt Edinburgh and Kirkcudbright, - Inverneſs,and all oths 
[beyond 4herdene, four ſhilling the ſingle Letter, eight lhilliog the double Letter, and ſo proportionally, 40. Iten; all by- roads, for briaging 
from the ſeveral Towns and Villages in the Countrey, to the next adjacent Poſt- Office, at. one ſhilling per Letter, to the perſons who ſhall be api 
ed to carry the Letters from the Countrey Villages, to the next fixed Poſt- Office; and where no Poſts are ſettled, thae Carriers may have fue 
bring Letters. 5. All Paequets at three Ounce Weight, where there ate no Letters within, : hall. pay to ſuch places as tlie Letters pay, wall 
Wir ſhilling each Pacquet; and where the Letters pay three ſhilling, each Pacquet ſhall pay nine ſhilling, - And the faids Lords ef His Majeftl 
Council, have thereby Prohibited and Diſcharged, all Perſons, Bodies Politick, Magiſtrats of Burghs, and Inrorporations, from erecting, or (etl 
Letter- Office, or preſuming to act in, or meddle with any Poſt- O ffice within this Kingdom, by eſtabliſhing, or ſending any way Poſts,* Horſe, oF 
br carrying or receiving Lettets, Pacquets, or Anſwers, .or doing any other thing to the hurt and prejudice of the ſaid Office of. Poſt· maſter- gen 
buf nag the time foreſaid 4 With Certification to the Conttaveeners, that they ſhould be ſummarly Called, and {ſeverely puniſhed therefore: Ali 
zu doalſo thereby Require and Command, all the Sheriffs of Shires, Magiftrats of Burghs, and others, to concur with, and affiſt the- ſaid Fohn 3 
ha ſoreſaids, in ſettling and eſtabliſning. Poſts and Poſt»O flices, within their reſpeRive Juriſdictions; as the ſaid Tack, containing ſeveral other W 
ot the Date foreſaid, at more length bears. And the (aids Lords of Privy Council alſo Conſidering, that the erecting and eſtabliſhing of the aid 
+. will be of great import to the whole Leidges, and that it is abſolutely neceſſary, that they be Certiorat of their danger, in contraveening the Pa 
MF by a-publick Proclamation; Therefore the ſaids Lords of His Majeſties Privy Council, Do, in Their Majeſties Name and Authority, Requi 
bag Command, all the Sheriffs of Shires, Magiſtrats of Burghs, and others to concur with, and affiſt the ſaid Fohn Blair and his foreſaids, in ſett ind 
007 eſtabliſhing Poſts and Poſt- Offices within their „ ad JuriſdiRions, . and Prohibite and Diſcharge all perſons, Bodies Politick, Magiſtrats of By 
147 or Incorporations whatſomever, from erecting or ſettling any Letter. Offices, or preſuming to act in, or meddle with any Poſt- Offices within this 
e dom, by eſtabliſhing, or ſending any way Poſts, Hotſe, or Foot, for carrying or receiving Letters, Pacquets, or Anſwers, ot doing any other thi 
tte hurt or prejudice of the (aid Office of Poſt-maſter-general,- during the ſpace foreſaid 5 © With Certification to theſe who ſhall tranſgre(s herein, 
WF] ſhall be ſummarly called, and ſeverely puniſhed therefor, according to the guilt and quality of their Offence ; And becauſe it will be a great diverſi® 
ile boſt-maſter- general and his Deputs, from attending upon their Offices, to proſecute and purſue all the Contraveeners before the Council, whit! 
#1: | themoſt part may be only mean and inconſiderable perſons, Therefote the ſaids Lords Declare, that it ſhall be competent to the poſt-maſter-genoral 
dag purſue the Contraveeners hereot before the ſaids Lords, or the Magiſtrats and Judges of the teſpective Juriſdi&ions, where any ſuch perſon Contra 
e ing ſhall happen to be apprehended, as they ſhall think moſt fit and convenient. And they Do hereby grant power and war rant to ſuch Magiſtrar 

J Judges, betore whom any ſuch Contravention ſhall be purſued, to puniſh them with all rigor, according to Law, for the fame, And the ſaids Let 
11 | His Majeſties Privy Council, notwithſtanding hereof, Allow and Declare, that it ſhall be leiſum and lawful to all Noblemen and Gentlemen withiaF 
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I Kingdom, to ſend to, or from this place, or elſewhere, their own Servants with Letters, about their own Affairs and Buſineſſe allanerly: And 
: | Declaring, that until the ſaid Fob» Blair and his foreſaids, have fit and convenient Letter- Offices and Poſts Eſtabliſhed for tranſporting of their. Lf 
aud Pacquets, it ſhall be leiſum and lawful to all His Majeſties Leidges, where ſuch Letter - Offices and Poſts are not ſettled, to ſend their Letter 
I Piacquets as formerly : And alſo Declaring, that theſe preſents are, and ſhall be without prejudice to the Poſt-maſters betwixt Edinburgh and 
- *. wick, who had their Commiſſions before the deceaſt ohn Grahame his Gift of the Office of Poſt-maſter-general, to brook and enjoy the benefit off | 
. -ſaids Gifts, during the ſpace therein-contained, unprejudged or moleſted in any ſort 5 And ſeing it will be highly prejudicial to theintereſt of Hig 
£ | jeſty and the Leidges, it the Horſes belonging to the Poſt-maſter-general.,, or his Deputs, (which muſt on all occaſions be in a readineſſe for carry 


Pacquets and Expreſſes ) ſhould be preſt, or taken from them upon any pretext, ot occaſion whatſoever ; Therefore the ſaids Lords Do, in 
and Authority foreſaid, ſtrictly Prohibite and Diſcharge all perſons whatſomever, from preſſing any Horſes belonging to the faid: Poſt-maſter- gene 
his Deputs, and keeped at the reſpective Stages where they are imployed, and made uſe of, for catiying the Pacquets and Expreſſes. And Ordaing 
Preſents to be Publiſhed at the Mercat-Crofle of Fainburgh, and whole other Mercat-Crofles ot the Royal Burrows within this Kingdom; andy 
places need{ul, by Macers of Privy Council; Meſſengers at Arms, and Sheriffs in that part, that none may pretend ignorance. r 

= | | | Per aftum Dominorum Sti. Conciii 
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Edinburgh, Printed by the Heir of Andrew Ander ſan, by Order ot Privy Council, Aunο Du. 1689. 425 


God ſave Ring William and Queen Mary. : 
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